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GREETINGS

Thank you very much for your continued efforts for
the Kakogawa International Association. It's one year
since we established the KIA in April last year, so that
Kakogawa citizens could meet with people from other
countries.

Many citizens contribute money to this foundation.
The KIA is the fourth association to be founded in
Hyogo prefecture. Its funds total 700 million yen.
The KIA was developed from the Kakogawa Sister City
Association in July last year. It first had contact
with other countries about 20 years ago when Kakogawa
City concluded the sister city convention with Maringa

in Brazil in 1973. The aim of this association is to
strengthen the relationships between Kakogawa
citizens and people from other countries, including

our sister cities. Waitakere City in New Zealand

became our 2nd sister city in May last year.

Today, internationalization is spreading. Personal
contact by our citizens will lead to real international
understanding and good will. Now and in the future,
we will continue to promote this close association, and

set an example to other cities. So we hope you will

support us in our endeavours.

Matsuo Takigawa
Board Chairman
Kakogawa International Association
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REPORT OF QVERSEAS EXPERIENCES

In 1992 the International Association sent 8 youths to the sister city of Maringa, Brazil, and 13 junior
high school students to the sister City of Waitakere, New Zealand. We also sent 4 handicapped youths
and 4 volunteers to the City of Gaoxiong as well as other cities in Taiwan to broaden their international
outlook.

Included are some excerpts from the reports of each of the groups impressions.
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(FEES LOLEOH)

ErEstrEd O OHFH B OF

YIDH T OHEIMARRD, HIBROFOHM, 75 v Zhb, 4 viv o,
TN H, AFT7TAR, VA, Btz R, BN -2 7.
FHE, COWEEKRZITALEAMITHERHSLVSDTL,

LAMEWVWS B, b icblihd & L, 20 L, BERRH
K, BREBOFEVWERLZEW-{ D TE3HENEE L., 50
LARHOBEZ Ay Va— ok bdh oDz, E0WS OXREETE,

EhTH, Lo E-T, COUHBRAEMSZEELTVLEL
N o FIRSHVWTOLLDDLASBVIEREBALRIENS-T, BHEL
| OATBVWHATLL, Ehid, E3FTHUL, T3 VMDA LBDE
IR EEVWEST, Yo ThET Y ATh, L oHATHLTT
S0, LR ECAEITRER TV E, ChEBLRHLTLED E
A,

FHE-T, 2O NRBUEHTHULEZZTES EIE, BoTh 0
BATLI, TS TERBATEATHOVWED > TLEHINTS DB TEID S, FARYBFET 2D, LV 2LORENHD £ L1,
HEZOBECROALEREIETHEVVLON, BYIRFLICEIDOELINRE, ZRAAKEDI, —EP_ETRVIHA
Tty

LIBM, TOARLS ARV T, REOK TS5 SV TUMEETH S 10 [EH5Ehtisd ] EWSTETLIS
fT>THBLEEE, HAEBOFTERLVLABLELALL, DEADBLLDEBD E Lizhl, ~ATHEERBLREMSER B AN
niF, TOAZENLTRFERTESIL, BWbELHDEVLLL Db ZABD, WATLRbdhERATL .,

Sl BHBMT Bichl->T [HEPE I DICRETRE 2HETHET —<icLTHEY, =) Y ATHOEFERE DRSS
TLL2hDOERBEZLE L1,

Y. 2 ATIREBIEND TE5 < DAL | OLHINTTRIV—FHROI EEHD, 5T 0T aHBKic>W
THRE L, 75&, BRBIERICHIALVWIBANE->TELOTTH, 53¢V RAMT-TLE >OTHFELBAZH
KBNTa2LB3EHLVWESTT,

fhiz, AOD6%H2BELUTOEETHD, N3+ MTIRGEBL TV BHITHEELWbATVE =Y YAz, TRED
LIFEOEL I HAOBNMIR, RLTEHOLDOTREL, RETE=) v HTHICE > THEDOZANE - FRAIRE DD &
BugEd, MENTFioEbInicdSAsT&ELBVET,

(EETZVNDI——FE2RIL TUBIH L hHSEL,)

Uma boa lembranga
~ a wonderful memory =~
Naoko Arai

My first overseas experience was to the other side of the world, Brazil! We visited the cities of Sao
Paulo, Maringa, [guassu, Rio de Janeiro and Los Angeles. It was a wonderful trip for me!
lldays was too short. It took a long time to travel from place to place, and as we had to wake up
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ear |y, we didn't have much time. | really wish we had some [ceway in the trip schedule. However, because
of the busy schedule, we had 11 very full days. There were so many events and so much fun. The
Brazilians were very kind to us. They welcomed us wherever we went and took very good care of us. We
appreciate their kindness from bottom of our hearts. To tell the truth, | didn't expect so much
kindness.

Far from having such expectations, | was anxious because [ was going to a place where | had never
been before and where [ had never even thought of going to. How do | talk to a person who doesn’'t
understand Japanese? Will I like the food? | took it all too seriously now and then when | was in Japan,
but | realized in Brazil "Everything will be all right.” In fact, there was nothing to worry about.
One of my aims was to learn about the role of young people in developing a town, and | discussed a few
problems about it with young people of Maringa. First of all, because | knew there wasn't a citizens'
group like the "conference for developing the town of Kakogawa", | asked about their interest in
developing the town. The answer was they were very interested. However, because the city government
does the planning, it is difficult for youths to participate in the process.

I think the participation by citizens, particularly the youth. in developing the town is necessary
because 56% of the population are youths under 25 years of age and it is said that Maringa City is the
most progressive city in Parana state. | think the same can be said about Kakogawa city.

| was proud to participate in this discussion and the many other kind of programs, and to hear and
see many thing in each city [ visited. The nightview of Copacabana Beach from the 34th floor of a 5-star
hotel in Rio de Janeiro was wonderful.

| am deeply greatful to the many people who gave me this opportunity. The experience is more
precious than anything else.
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An unforgetable Memory
Kyoko Sakata

"Well, then, please say a last good bye to your hostfamilies.” said the guide Mr. Tokunaga, I then
hugged Lisa and thanked her, | was going to leave with a smile, but when I hugged Lisa's mother, 1
couldn’t do it. When I thought "I'm going away from such a nice people,” | was almost crying. At that
time, "Thank you” was all I could manage to say.

As soon as | arrived in New Zealand, [ met my hostsister, Lisa Nixson. Lisa's family came to meet me at
Auckland Airport. The lack of sleep from my flight vanished immediately when I met Lisa, she had such
blue eyes.

After sightseeing around New Zealand, our 1lst day of the homestay was Thursday 20th August. As we
left with our different families we looked like lonely puppies that were going to be adopted. We
separated encouraging each other with our eyes.

Lisa lived on a farm. It was a solitary house and so far it seemed to take 5 minutes to go to the next
house. [ remember that the air was fresh and the sky was clear.

The next day Lisa took me to her school. [ was interested to find, even among New Zealand students,
students who make people laugh and like to tease girls. [ was happy to play volley ball with them in a
country such a great distance from my home.

New Zealand students looked very naughty at a first glance. Some of them were eating lunch during
class and looked as if they didn't hear the teacher's lesson. In spite of this they took full notes and
seem to study voluntarily.

My hostfamily took me not only to school but also to a cricket match, a net ball match and a basket
ball game. We went out for a meal and a night drive, too. Muriwai Beach is great! Most of all I like
taking a walk around Lisa's farm. | got along well with Lisa's 8-year old and 6-year old brothers. When
we took a walk, I asked them "Aren’t there any snakes?.” They laughed and replied "There are no snakes
in New Zealand.” My hostfather said to me "You are a farmer!” because [ walked bravely around the muddy
farm,

What | was most touched by was that my hostmother knew my birthdayand made a cake for me; that Lisa
helped me with my terrible English and that her naughty brothers spoke English very slowly.

9 days passed in a flash. I am full of unforgettable memories and I have a new family --- the family
that said good-by to me with tears.

| expect to visit New Zealand again some day. [ truly thank you very much.
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After the Study Tour of Taiwan
Hirokazu Saino

I was sent to Taiwan as a member of the foreign delegation of the handicapped people by the KIA. |
stayed there for four days (September 6-9). It was my first overseas trip. [ was full of anxiety,
expectation and more than anything else, pressure from the others as the first foreign delegation of the
handicapped people from Kakogawa city. [ had mixed feelings. The aim was to go out and meet as many
people as possible and to experience as many things as possible and to put them to good use in our lives.

['ve got on board planes on domestic air lines in a wheelchair several times, but this was my first trip
on an international air line. Before and after we got on the plane we couldn’t use our wheelchairs. It
was difficult using the airport ones and we <couldn’'t go anywhere we wanted so we were a little
frustrated. Once we boarded the plane we had no trouble.

When we arrived at Gaoxiong airport, the passengers went down the ramp. but we went down the by the
luggage hoist. We couldn’'t use our wheelchairs for this and Taiwanese pushed our wheelchairs for us.
Because we couldn't make ourselves understood, we had trouble when we wanted to go to the lavatory.
When we finished the procedures to enter the country, the four days in Taiwan began. | found out that a
Mr. Sai, who speaks Japanese and knows Japan well, would take care of me for the four days. So | was
relieved.

Since we arrived in the evening, we went directly to the hotel by bus. Then we went to see the market
stalls, which are a feature of Taiwan, by taxi. When we wanted to go back to the hotel, we looked for
taxis, but we were not allowed to get in, ['ve experienced the same thing once in Hokkaido and this time
in Taiwan! People with wheelchairs are disliked. We expected that, But some taxi drivers were kind and
willing to take us. Don't worry!

As members of the delegation, the next day, we visited "Gaoxiong Philanthropic Vocational Training
Center.” | had heard that the handicapped people could discuss their vocational aptitude here, and the
people working in this center would help find positions for them. The city government also assists them.
In Japan one enters a vocational school after he decides his occupation. Once he enters a school, he
can't change his course of study even if he is in the same school. So he doesn't know whether the job is
really suitable for him or not. In Taiwan, people can find jobs which are suitable for them. | was very
surprised to learn the different way of thinking between the Taiwanese and the Japanese.

Next, we visited the Keichi City School in Gaoxiong. It is like a protection care school in Japan. One
teacher guides two students all the time in their study, their training and their function recovery. |
was surprised at the scale again.

Last of all, we visited the Gaoxiong City Friendship Art Company, which | thought was a private
employment agency. So unlike the above facilities, its scale is small and the workshop is made by joining
one apartment to another apartment. The firms in Taiwan have to employ the handicapped people as well
as in Japan. So the handicapped can choose a job which they can practice immediately, are introduced to
up-to-date technology and study it. The handicapped people working here have different opinions from
the people in the Gaoxiong Philanthropic Vocational Training Center. | was surprised.

These visits gave me a good chance to think again "People in every country are making efforts to live.

I have to make more of an effort. Am [ doing anything in society for other people?”

Finally | want to express my sincere thanks to the people who gave me this opportunity, and who
volunteered to help me on and off the bus and up and down the stairs. [ think it is difficult to enable
handicapped people have experiences such as | had, but please hang on!
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NEW MEMBERS INVITED!

We work to promote oppotunities for
inter national exchange for the people of
Kakogawa. We eagerly welcome new members.
Please encourage your friends and family to join

us.

ership Fee ( ear)

Or ganizaiton membership :
Group membership :
Individual membership :

base fee ¥10,000
base fee ¥ 5,000
base fee ¥ 2,000

All members of the Kakogawa International
Association receive our magazine. Our
international exchanges events are planned

exclusively for members, so please join.
We'd like to have you.
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INTRODUCTION OF VOLUNTEERS

Many members of the Kakogawa International
Association are registered as volunteers; they
are translators, interpreters and host families
for homestays in Kakogawa.

Since July of 1992, volunteer translators and
interpreters have been working hard on a guide

map and living guide for foreigners in Kakogawa.

The following is volunteer's views and activities.

<INTERVIEW>

To: Mr. Tadao Ooka (born in 1930). An English

linguistic volunteer

A: Kakogawa International Association

V: Mr. Ooka

A: Hello. Thank vyou for coming. I really
appreciate your eagerness to learn about

volunteer activities. Please don't hesitate to
give your point of view.

V: All right.

A: Could you tell me about your background?

V: OK. I live alone with my wife. Two year ago I
retired from my company, and simply stayed
around the home. A year and half later, I

entered "Inamino Senior's College” and majored

in "Chiiki Katsudo Shidousha Yousei Kouza"
(Trainning Course for Community Activity
Leaders), a special course about regional

activities. I also began to study at "Housou
Daigaku”(University of the Air).

type of lifelong
popularity,

A: You have received the
education that is growing in
haven't you?

V: Although 1

like photography, reading books

and English newspapers, writing "Haiku", and
travel, 1 have no great obsession with any
single interest. Also, to stay fit, I enjoy
hiking and mountain climbing. I also play

mini-golf and "Pentanku” at least once a week

in Inamino Senior's College.
Did you

A: You are an active man, aren't you?

participate in the 2 Day March?
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: Yes, | did. | walked a little with Mark, one of

the Assistant English Teacher of Kakogawa
City. We enjoved the natural beauty of
Kakogawa City.

By the way, why did you register as a
volunteer for this association?

After | began to study at Inamino Senior's
College, | decided that I would rather work in
my own way for Kakogawa City than squander
the rest of my life on hobbies. When [ learned
about the Kakogawa International Association I
soon joined.

You are an English linguistic wvolunteer,
aren't you? Where did you learn English?

: 1 enjoyed studying English in my school days.

Also, I learned English from the many
foreigners | met on business because | managed
arrangements for international exports.

: Did you find anything unexpected during your

designing of the Kakogawa guide map?

It was very surprising for me to find many
difficulties beside translation in making the
map. I found that making a very plain and
simple map for foreigners proved quite
difficult. Also 1 tried to keep a fair and
impartial view.

: In what capacity will you work as a volunteer
now?
. 1 don't know what I'll do next. I've finished

making the map. 1'd like to continue doing any
volunteer job I can, as well as translation.

© Could you give me some suggestions about our

activities?

Making the map of Kakogawa gave me an
intimate knowledge of the city. I'd like you to
plan meetings solely to learn about Kakogawa
at least once a year.

* Thank you for coming today.

: Thank you.
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INTERNATIONAL COOKING COURSE

KIA held the International
August to October 1992,
impression of Mrs, Nishihama,
of the cooking course.

Cooking Course from
Following is the
one of the student

My Experience in
International
Cookine Course
Kazuyo Nishihama
One day [ saw the recruitment notice for the
“International Cooking Course" in a newspaper.
As it sounded interesting to me, | applied for it.
The course was held 6 times. In each class, some
foreign people from each country showed us how
to make their national dishes and we tried to
make them. We learned the home cooking of China,
Brazil, the Philippines, Canada and New Zealand.
After the teacher's demonstration. we began
the preparation. | found it was not so difficult
to cook and also all of the ingredients could be
obtained at the shop nearby. The more the dishes
were getting completed, the warmer the
atmosphere became. We talked to the teacher
with a great deal of gestures and took pictures

of them. The room was full of an appetizing
smells.
Well, it's time to eat! The dishes were so

good that we all said "How delicious! My children
sure to enjoy them.” Also it was new
discovery for me to find out that some
ingredients could make such different dishes by
the way it is cooked and the use of spices.

In the course there were students of many
different ages. A housewife in her forties said
she had a plan to travel abroad with her close
friends. Another woman said "1 always make the
dish we made in the class at my house. If my
family like it I cook it again the next day.”
Talking with classmates at the table was one of
my favorite times.

Though | was able to attend the class only 4
times for personal reasons, what | liked best
Turkey's steamed mackerel with l|emon

Philippine's fried-noodle with garlic
flavor, Canada's carrot cake and New Zealand's
kiwi ice cream. The delicious dishes based on the
culture of each country are still served at the
table in my house. Though it was a three-hour
class, | was in close contact with many people,
including foreign teachers.

Why don't you join the course next time?

are

were
flavor,
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I found it difficult to issue a bilingual bulletin
because there were many differences between
Japanese and English expressions. Also | had a
hard time to prepare the layout. Our volunteer
members solved all above problems. They were so
helpful that we were finally able to go to print.
I'm looking forward to making the bulletin better
and richer content in the next issue. (H)

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR
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